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Ladies and Gentlemen,

| greatly appreciate this opportunity to meet witle ambassadors and other
mission heads of Moslem states accredited in Warsawspecial thanks go to
the hostess of this function, the Ambassador &fstan, Madam Seemie Illachi
Baloch, for her invitation. As Ambassador Balocls naquested, | will acquaint
you with the main tenets of Polish foreign polioyard Moslem states. Later, |
will be glad to answer any questions you may haweerning those and other
aspects of our foreign policy.

First, let me emphasize that Poland has always slypeat esteem for Islam and
its followers. We have a long tradition of tolerareind coexistence of different
ethnic and religious groups. Throughout centurigs,until World War 11, we
were a multiethnic and multi-religious nation, whimeant that we were also
multicultural. Conflicts with the Ottoman Empiredot undermine our respect
for Islam, openness to its cultural influence amel eltimately friendly relations
with Turkey. A community of Moslem Tartars has g®d universal esteem in
Poland for centuries; its members have enrichedsliP@ulture and displayed
outstanding patriotism throughout its history. e t16' and 17" centuries
Polish Tartars had the status of gentry and enjdyecttendant political rights.
During the Twenties and Thirties, they even fornzedeparate military unit
within the Polish army.

In free and independent Poland, Moslem faithfuleh&wll civic rights. They
enjoy freedom of religious practice and associati®ope John Paul Il was a
strong proponent of dialog and conciliation betw€émistians and Moslems. In
his message on the occasion of World Peace Day®i,2 the Polish Pope
remarked: “Dialog leads to recognition of divers#tyd opens the mind to the
mutual acceptance and genuine collaboration deedhbyg the human family’s
basic vocation to unity”.

Poland is not burdened with a colonial past. Whatsre, we are probably
better placed than other Europeans to undershendroblems of nations which
— like Poles — have had to fight for their freedofens of thousands of Poles



deported to Central Asia in 1940 were treated \amhity by local Moslem

Kazakhs. We also remember that the thousands &hPsbldiers and civilians
who were evacuated from the USSR during World W&rund safe havens in
Iran, Iraq, Syria and Palestine. We are gratefuhis day for the helping hand
extended to us when we found ourselves in need.

Excellencies,

In recent years the significance of Moslem statas bheen rising in Polish
foreign policy. That is not only connected with r@accession to the European
Union and NATO, the resultant involvement in shgpiheir policies and with

our engagement in Iragq in Afghanistan. Globalizatedso plays its part: as
distances shrink between the respective regions, emonomic and other
relations with Moslem states naturally become niat@nsive.

As a member of the European Union, we are involwedhe Middle East
process and are boosting our aid to the Palestpoaulation. We participate in
the Barcelona Process, implementation of theegmatEU-Africa partnership
(approved in Lisbon last December), cooperationthwhe Gulf States
Cooperation Council and in dialog with Iran. Ther&pean Union needs to be
an active player in the Middle East peace procedse-to its world position,
long-term commitment in the region and its strivitmyconsolidate a positive
Image in the Moslem world. It should not only astaaleading donor of material
aid, but should also seek to build mutual configehetween the parties to the
conflict, ultimately leading to an Israeli-Pdlagan reconciliation at political
and inter-human level. In this context, we inteaduphold the Polish initiative
of a Palestinian-Israeli round table, drawing ore tRolish experience of
reconciliation with our neighbors.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, with its trageligious and ethnic background ,
poses a serious threat to international order. ,Tihissa matter of great urgency
to find a solution to the conflict, so that it nanber poisons the inter-cultural
and political relations between the faithful of th@ee main monotheistic
religions on the global scale. Any solution, iigtto be durable, must take into
account the national aspirations of both partiethéoconflict, and provide for
mutual recognition of completely sovereign and petedent Israeli and

Palestinian states. The attainment of that goahbyPalestinian side (including
Hamas) requires rejection of violence and redogmniof the Israeli state. As
for Israel — it must not only accept a Palestingate, but also facilitate its
establishment and independent functioning. We ltbaeimplementation of the
provisions of the Annapolis conference, in whichhad the honor of

participating, will enhance the creation of a Pahésn state and resolution of
other contentious issues in Arab-Israeli relations.



As NATO member, we are involved in the Alliance'sdfterranean dialog, in
the Istanbul initiative addressed to the Gulf stated in NATO'’s stabilization
mission in Afghanistan, where we have dispatche@DliPoops. Ensuring the
stabilization of Afghanistan is one of our policyiguities outside Europe.
Poland is committed to active participation in néding that country’s
infrastructure and its administrative institution§Ve want to assume direct
responsibility for the defense and reconstructibare of the eastern provinces.
The most profound challenges here include restotivg rule of law and
addressing problems caused by growing drugs primaiyatconomic collapse,
insufficient access to education and shortage lo$.j@Ve feel it is our moral
duty to assist Afghanistan. By doing so, we exprassconcern for the well-
being of its population and support the countrydgsgnment. As someone who
during the Eighties personally witnessed and erpeed the conflict in
Afghanistan, | support this policy unreservedlyn 2008, Poland will increase
its engagement in the process of restoring secanty rebuilding Afghanistan,
both in the military, political and developmentiatance spheres.

Poland has been involved in the stabilization roissh Iraq since 2003. The
decision to become engaged in that country wasasy, and it was motivated
by a sense of responsibility for international s#ggwand our wish to fulfill our
allied obligations. The Government of Mr. Donald skuhas taken an
irrevocable decision to end the military mission(Gatober. We feel that we
have performed our tasks with due dedication asgamsibility. The area of
operation of the Polish Military Contingent wilhfil itself in good hands — those
of the Eighth Iraqgi Division - trained by Polistodops and considered one of the
best in the whole country. The time has come fa thagis to assume
responsibility for their own country. The situationiraq is gradually stabilizing
and the main political forces have begun coopeagatiie are now offering Iraq
technical and training assistance; we want to faausbilateral cooperation on
economic issues.

Poland has welcomed the improvement of cooperatidim Iran, reported by
the Secretary General of the International Atommerlgy Agency, Mohammed
El-Baradei, particularly the progress in resolvowgstanding issues concerning
the past of the Iranian nuclear problem. We hopeperation will be continued,
in line with the timetable endorsed by both sid&& want the question of the
I[ranian nuclear program to be resolved by way ajotiations and defusing
tensions, which have had an adverse impact ontth@sghere in the region.

Poland wishes to make a contribution to world sitsand peace. Accordingly,
we have also been engaged in UN peace missiorte 8174 — in UNDOF, in
the Golan Heights, and since 1992 — in UNIFIL,onth Lebanon.



We hope for close cooperation with Pakistan. Togetith other EU member
states, we call on all political forces in the oty to take active part in the
forthcoming elections and thus contribute to Pakist stabilization and
strengthening of democracy.

Excellencies,

Poland can offer something of great value to otloemtries: its own experience
gained in the process of systemic transformatioffe. are convinced that
systemic transformation is the only path for anaisi nations seeking a better
future. We have learned first-hand that moderrorasind democratization is not
an easy undertaking and it can be painful to laggments of society. But,
looking back over the past 19 years, we can s#y fwil confidence that it was
worth it. And that is why today, when the senssuwth endeavors is sometimes
guestioned, we advocate their continuation witenegreater conviction. In
offering our own experience, we are guided by swoitg with nations in need.

This year will see the launching of a new strategyolish foreign aid for the
years 2008-2015. It provides for our participatiorthe global partnership in
support of development and international solidaritye will be involved in
projects to reduce poverty, ensure sustainableloj@vent and implement the
Millennium Development Goals. We also want to adeademocracy, human
rights, the rule of law and good governance. e past several years the
directions of Polish foreign aid have remained @amged. In addition to states
in Eastern Europe, we are providing assistanceotmtcies that need help in
Central Asia, Afghanistan, the Palestinian Autonphmq and countries of Sub-
Saharan Africa.

Excellencies,

The five decades of European integration have Wrowgquestionable and
perhaps even surprising success of the Europeam itas epitomized by

today’s European Union with its 27 member statescetly, the EU adopted
the Lisbon Treaty. We look forward to its quickifiaation by the member

states. Its entry into force will give the Unionchance to become a robust,
efficient and solidary organism. The Lisbon Treaby, raising the Union’s

cohesion, enhances its external effectiveness asiign on the international

arena. This is concordant with the expectationthefinternational community,

including Moslem states, that the Union will playn®re prominent role in

world politics.



There are good prospects that the Common Foreigh Security Policy —
strengthened by the provisions of the Lisbon Treatyll boost the European
Union’s significance, in line with its economic patial, dynamic growth and
influence around the world. We attach substanhigles to the establishment of
new Union institutions: the permanent Presidenthef European Council, the
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Sdgufolicy, the External
Action Service and also to the upgrading of coamsabllaboration. These are
ambitious plans and Poland wants to be activeai tnplementation.

Meanwhile, | feel it is essential to keep develgpthe European Security and
Defense Policy. The international community neemldidve greater response
capacity when stability is threatened in any of hoéspots around the world.
That does not imply the Union’s rivalry with the o Atlantic Alliance. On
the contrary, we are seeking better utilizationN&TO resources, whenever
NATO as a whole does not become engaged and thenldan perform the
stabilization task better. Poland will be contribgt350 troops to the European
Union’s mission in Chad. It will be a humanitariamssion, designed to ensure
basic security and decent living conditions fougefes from Darfur.

Poland is committed to the continuation of the Wrsocenlargement. The 2004
enlargement has energized the EU, so the processldsmot be halted.
European policy must abandon its inclination tesbl-centered and focused on
possible negative aspects of further enlargememth® contrary, we should be
primarily guided by a long-terms strategic visiordahe principle of solidarity.
Thus, we advocate future enlargement to cover tlest¥vn Balkans, Eastern
Europe and Turkey. The presence of Turkey in thecgtres of united Europe
would not only benefit that country, but also theire Union and the Middle
East, enhancing regional stability. We also feglt tthe Union should move
towards joint recognition of the independence oé#vo. However, the case of
Kosovo must not be seen as constituting a precédeather separatist regions.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Poland attaches great importance to the furthereldpment of political,
security, economic and cultural cooperation withsMm countries. This is
likely to be facilitated by the large number citizeof those countries who were
educated in Poland and by the vibrant communityPolish Oriental-studies
specialists. Our citizens, enjoying greater pragpes a result of our successful
transformations, are traveling in increasing nuralterMoslem countries, which
stimulates mutual knowledge and understanding ofsogieties. We intend to
keep promoting such links.



This meeting offers a good opportunity to affirmld&@’s commitment to
develop and consolidate its relations with theestatou represent. We have a
long tradition of amicable and mutually beneficralations, including broad
economic collaboration. Polish specialists havdt baiany industrial plants and
completed numerous infrastructural projects in Mosl countries; Polish
manufactured goods are known and appreciated tNetewe realize that the
potential for economic cooperation is not fullyliged. The share of trade with
Moslem countries in Poland’s overall trade amouatgist 3.5 per cent, while
the share of Moslem countries in world trade top%1 The Polish government
will work to change this situation.

We are highly interested in diversifying Poland'®ryy supplies. In this regard,
we see great prospects for cooperation with sunengy exporters as Kuwait,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstad Turkmenistan. We
want to boost Polish exports and attract invedtors those countries. The visit
to Warsaw last year by King Abdullah of Saudi Aebigave a powerful

stimulus to Polish-Saudi and Polish-Arab relatidisanwhile, Polish exporters
have signed major contracts with Malaysia and leda We look forward to

more such contacts with Moslem states.

Excellencies,

The advancement of cooperation should serve bettexistence between two
great communities: the West, rooted in Christiaditron, and Islam. Dialog
between civilizations can be of crucial importameze. A pivotal role in this
dialog is assigned to the European Union, whiclorhistorical, geographical
and demographical reasons — needs to work outnaufar of coexistence and
collaboration with the Moslem world. Our partners dialog among the
Moslem countries should include both lay and magelislamic communities.

An important role in the dialog with Islam shoul@ Iplayed by Europe’s
Christian community , through direct contacts weetn leaders of Christian
churches and religious leaders in Moslem countriesough dialog with
Moslem leaders and communities in Europe, and giromork with European
societies. Such typical modern-day phenomena asadion, crisis of values
and material fears caused by economic problemsfeszoh social tensions and
lead to the emergence of negative stereotypess la ichallenge for both
Europeans and Moslem societies to counter sudot@hand stereotypes, often
brought on by intolerance, terrorism and uncorglhigration.

We need to work hand-in-hand to advance that gjadod we can do this by
helping shape a positive image of both civilizatiofPoland would like to
encourage the states represented by Your Excederoi become involved in



shaping a positive image of Islam in the Westernldyand a positive image of
the West in Moslem countries. We are aware thatMbslem side feels a deep
need for dialog with the Western civilization asdeady for it.

Ambassador Baloch,

In conclusion, let me emphasize that the realitthefMoslem world certainly is
not defined by the problems | have mentioned. Ad toint | would like to

highlight the magnificent Moslem cultural attainrten which throughout
centuries have also inspired us, Europeans. Taday,the Moslem world is
enriching human civilization. It constitutes a pofué potential of young,

vigorous and ambitious societies with valuable tsaé their disposal. Poland
will support all actions designed to ensure thett plotential is put to a good use.

Thank you for your attention.



